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Decision Record – Rugby Town Centre Pedestrianisation Scheme 
 
Cabinet Portfolio Holder taking decision 
 
 
Councillor Peter Butlin – Transport and Highways  
 

 
Date of Decision:   
(NOT BEFORE – 26th October 2012) 
 
31 OCTOBER 2012 
 

 
Decision taken 
 
That I, as Portfolio Holder for Transport and Highways, approves the further 
development of an alternative scheme for Rugby Town Centre based on the revised 
feasibility design. 
 

 
Reasons for Decisions 
 
The key change made to the original Option 1 design is allowing buses, taxis and 
cyclist to continue to use North Street/Church Street as a through route. By allowing 
buses to continue to utilise this route certain aspects of the overall cost are 
significantly reduced. In order to maximise the pedestrianised area in North Street it is 
proposed that permitted traffic is operated under signal controlled, shuttle working 
along a single carriageway. 
 
Other notable elements of the revised scheme include the following; 
 

• The relocation of the taxi rank along the eastside of North Street, 
predominately near the Evreux Way/Park Road/North Street roundabout. 
 

• To maximise the number of spaces the roundabout will be slightly reconfigured. 
 

• A right turn ban from the Clock Tower service road onto North Street is 
included to prevent delivery vehicles from turning right and either being forced 
to enter the restricted zone or use the Chestnut Field route. 

 
• The removal of formal pedestrian crossings on North Street and Church Street 

due to a reduction in traffic volumes. Raised informal crossing points will be 
provided to help give priority to pedestrians. The crossing on North Street (near 
Argos) will be retained to establish if it is still required with the much reduced 
traffic flows. 

 
• To facilitate the realignment of Church Street, the bus stop outside William 

Hill/Co-Op will be removed. An additional bus stop will be provided alongside 
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the existing bus stop on Church Street (outside HSBC). 
• To assist access by general traffic to car parks located off Chestnut Field, a 

reduction of one way section on Chestnut Field (and inclusion of new build out 
and removal of existing build out) is included in the scheme. 
 

• A new right turn lane on Newbold Terrace into a private road (Wood Street 
West) will be provided alongside improved road markings on Wood Street to 
encourage compliance with left turns. This will make the route less attractive to 
through traffic and help prevent rat running. 

 
• Due to significant degradation, the existing raised tables at the junctions of 

Railway Terrace and Albert Street and Bank Street and Albert Street will be 
reconstructed in asphalt. 

 
• The signalling equipment and pedestrian crossing facilities at the Railway 

Terrace/Clifton Road junction will be replaced, this will include the relocation of 
traffic stop line and removal of box junction seventy metres east of the junction. 

 
• Despite general traffic being encouraged to use Lawrence Sheriff Street and 

the Gyratory, the works at this junction should assist with any through traffic 
that has continued to this point. 

 
• Traffic calming measures on Park Road/Manor Road and Lancaster Road, will 

be provided/upgraded and will include a raised table to encompass the entire 
junction. Existing road humps on Wood Street (between Acacia Grove and 
Sycamore Grove) will be replaced by a raised table. These works are 
necessary to help mitigate the impact of the closure of North Street to general 
traffic in this residential area. 

 
 
Background Information/ factors considered in arriving at these decisions - 
(set out below and in the officer report): 
 
Background: 
 
In 2010 Rugby Area Committee gave approval for a feasibility design to be produced 
for the Rugby Town Centre Pedestrianisation scheme. The design was based on 
‘Option 1’, the preferred scheme option, following extensive public consultation. 
 
Option 1 allowed for the area of Church Street and North Street adjacent to the Clock 
Tower to be fully pedestrianised. In order to facilitate this, a number of other works in 
the area would be required in relation to buses, taxis, on-street car parking and traffic 
movement. Completion of the feasibility design established the estimated cost of 
delivering Option 1as £2,252,000. 
 
The estimated cost of delivering Option 1is considered to be prohibitive within the 
current availability of capital funding. Therefore in March 2012 further work was 
commissioned to explore an alternative option that would be more affordable, whilst 
still delivering a similar set of benefits to the original scheme.  
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The County Council has worked closely with Rugby Borough Council during the 
development of the scheme. The County Council has undertaken the highway design 
element of the scheme whilst the Borough Council has focused on the associated 
public realm works. The scheme has been developed on the premise that the total 
cost will be shared equally between the two organisations. The budget setting process 
for 2013/14 will be an opportunity for the County Council and Rugby Borough Council 
to secure funding for the scheme. 
 
Formal Political approval of the revised scheme is required before further consultation 
and design work can be undertaken. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
The estimated cost for delivering the highway element of the revised scheme stands 
at £546,000. The total cost of the scheme including the public realm works is 
estimated to be in the order of £1M. 
 
 

Report Author: Victoria Mumford   

Head of Service: Graeme Fitton  

Strategic Director: Monica Fogarty 

Portfolio Holder Councillor Peter Butlin  
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Checklist 

 
Urgent matter: yes/no*  
 
No 
 

 
Confidential or Exempt (state category of exempt information) 
 
No 

  
Is the decision contrary to the budget and policy framework?  
 
No 

 
List of Reports considered [please attach or forward a copy] 
 
Report from author. 

 
List of Background Papers [please include directorate contact names and numbers for 
access to background papers] 
 
Rugby Town Centre Pedestrianisation Scheme: Feasibility Plans 

 
Any members and officers consulted or informed and any comments given. 
  

 
Cllr Peter Butlin (Portfolio Holder) 
Cllr Tilly May 
CORPORATE BOARD 
Legal – Ian Marriott, Serena Cammish, Peter Oliver, John Gregory 
Finance – Liz Firmstone 
Equality – Tejay De Kretser 
Democratic Services – Georgina Atkinson 
 
Communities O&S: 
Cllr John Whitehouse (LD Chair) 
Cllr Chris Saint (Vice Chair & C Spokes) 
Cllr Ray Sweet (L Spokes Environment) 
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